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 “Observing the Telescope Tribe” 
I have a Ph.D. in sociology and, like an anthropologist, the shock of first contact with a new tribe is my 
stock in trade. What did I discover about a tribe of amateur astronomers at a star party? One major 
notion flooded into my brain. Astronomers had divided themselves into two sects: the screen scanners 
and the visual observers…The scanners and visual observers looked down upon each other.  
…The screen scanners hunched over laptops, faces bathed in pools of light. They tapped keys. They 
tweaked their images…  These imagers used tribal jargon, accumulating light for minutes or hours… 
Software manipulated digital data. Computers constructed images that visual observers could not 
discern. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outside I met their protagonists: the visual observers… One elite faction inhabited a ghetto, perched 
atop ladders beside gargantuan tubes: "Dobsonian Alley"… "Seeing is believing," they argued… 
militants explained that their perception is stenciled DIRECTLY from the "real."  
Imagers viewed [all that as] nostalgic and quaint… a perverse throwback. "What a waste of expensively 
collected light!"                                      
                                             …in case you missed it…extracted from an article by Malcom E. Brown in April’s S&T
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Next Monthly Meeting: is Thursday, August 2nd  at 7:30pm in the D-Y Library. David Kraft, Professor of Mathematics & 
Physics at the University of Bridgeport will present Albert Einstein: Person of the Century. Public welcome. Please join us. 

Reminder: Summer star parties these Thursdays in August: August 9, 16, 23, and 30 at 8:30pm. More info later in this issue. 
Please join us. 
In this issue: The “Tribe” / 3 New Members / Election of Officers / “Thanks, Tom” / Excellent Start to Dues Cycle / Member 
Statistics / Rhombus  / Neptune / Perseid Meteors / Comet and Asteroid / Schmidt Staff Special Powers. 
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Bright New Stars:	  

We are pleased to announce that Harvey Patashnick of 
Vorheesville, NY, Roberta Joyce of South Dennis, and 
William and Mary Smith of West Dennis, parents of our 
own Gail Smith, joined membership in CCAS at our July 
meeting. Harvey, Roberta, William and Mary, please send 
us a bit more information about yourselves per suggestions 
in the following paragraph. Thank you, and welcome! 
 
We like to profile new members in our Society in this 
section of First Light each month. If you are a new member 
and have not yet been so recognized, or have new 
information for us (background, astro equipment preferred, 
interests, etc.) on yourself or someone else, please let us 
know (email info@ccas.ws).  

_________________________ 

 

PLEASE CONSIDER SUBMITTING AN ITEM OR 
ARTICLE FOR PUBLICATION IN FIRST LIGHT. 

 

 

CCAS News Items and Current Events: 

CCAS Meetings:  

Thanks to Professor Larry Marschall for his very clear and 
most informative talk on the history of and current work on 
how we now understand the size of our universe, its 
expanding, and the role of dark energy: “The Supernova at 
the End of the Universe, at our July meeting. Many of us 
have learned this story in bits and pieces but it was most 
refreshing and helpful to listen to a master teacher like 
Marschall bring it all together. It is also worthy of note that 
Marschall’s research team at Gettysburg College 
participates in the worldwide effort to spot new distant 
supernovae, an undertaking critical to understanding how 
the “edges” of the universe are expanding and providing 
insights into the role of Dark Energy in that expansion. 
Kudos and thanks indeed to Professor Marschall for his talk 
and the efforts of his team.  

Thanks to Mike Hunter for the latest edition  of  his “The 
Sky This Month” at our July meeting. “The Sky This 
Month” is a 10- minute presentation on highlights in the 
present month’s sky as selected by the presenter. Mike 
majored on open clusters available in the summer months 
many of which are excellent targets for binocular viewing.  

We are hoping that, in time, many members will volunteer 
to give this short presentation at one or more of our 
meetings: a great opportunity to talk about YOUR interests 
in the current month’s sky.  

Thanks to Mike for the inaugural presentations.  

August 2nd Meeting:  David Kraft, Professor of 
Mathematics & Physics, University of Bridgeport, 
Bridgeport, CT, will present Albert Einstein. Person of the 

Century at our August meeting. 

Members, PLEASE participate in the effort to recruit good 
speakers to present programs in astronomy and related 
sciences at our meetings. Please send any ideas or contact 
information to info@ccas.ws or our Program Chairman. For 
sure he will follow up.  
Or, even better, volunteer to give a talk yourself!  
________________________________________________ 

 
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:	  	  

Election of Officers: 
We pleased to announce the election of the following 
candidates to CCAS offices at our July meeting: 
President:  Mike Hunter 
Vice President:  Stanley Rivers 
Secretary: Charlie Burke 
Treasurer: Peter Kurtz 
Cape Cod Astronomical Foundation Trustee:  Ed Swiniarski 

Thanks to all for their willingness to serve especially since 
all five have served well in one or another CCAS office in 
the past.  Members, please consider running next year! 
 
Special thanks to Tom Leach for the many contributions to 
CCAS he made over his last three years as President. As 
Tom stands down from official standing in this role, we 
look forward to his continuing leadership and enthusiasm in 
all things astro. Thank you, Tom. 
 
Good Progress so far in the New Cycle for Payment of 
CCAS Dues: 

Many thanks to the nearly 30% of our active members who 
paid dues at the July meeting; others, please do so this 

month to get current on the July-June annual cycle. 

“Dues Due” month is the time for overviewing our 
membership statistics. This table shows key stats for the 

Members  66 
Exempt from Dues  15 
     Permanent 7  
     Student 1  
     Spouse 7  
Dues Anticipated  51 
     Paid as of 7/12  20 

 
Society as of 7/17/12.  A reference point: 40 persons paid 
dues overall in the 2011-2012 cycle. Please join your 
colleagues in being up-to-date. Please bring with you to the 
next meeting or mail to:  A.P. Kurtz, Treasurer, CCAS,  34 
Ridgewood Rd., Orleans, MA 02653. Thank you. 

FYI: In addition to members, First Light emails go out to 
more than 160 “Friends of CCAS” each month. 
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Minutes: 
The minutes of our June meeting are on our website; click 
on the “Minutes” button at www.ccas.ws  or go to 
http://www.ccas.ws/minutes/ccasminutes071212.pdf 
 
From the Dome: 
 
Joel Burnette and Mike Hunter Initiate Fireworks 
Display at our June 29th Star Party with a mag -3 
Iridium Flare: 
Not just brief meteor flashes; there were real fireworks at 
the Star Party at The Schmidt on June 29. Learn about the 
“Special Powers” The Schmidt Staff has; see the feature 
story on page 5. 
 
Please join us for Summer star parties these Thursdays in 
August: August 9, 16, 23, and 30 at 8:30pm.  

Will summer star parties be cancelled if the weather is less than 
favorable? Since some earlier notices in First Light suggested nearly all 
events would take place in spite of unfavorable weather, here is a revised 
policy: 
 
Possible Cancellations: Sometimes a solid forecast for overcast or rain or a 
storm will result in cancellation of a given Thursday star party. 
Alternatively, if the forecast is uncertain, the Staff Leader for the night may 
elect not to cancel in spite of possible clouds. If clouds arrive after staff and 
guests have convened, a “virtual” star party may take place indoors to 
include overviews of the sky for that night using computer simulators with 
our big screen TV, videos of interesting sky events recorded previously, 
demonstrations and/or training on the use of scopes and other equipment, 
and consultation/discussions on things astronomical, etc. 
   
IF IN DOUBT ABOUT THE WEATHER AND THE STATUS OF A 
STAR PARTY, CALL THE OBSERVATORY AT 508-398-4765 AFTER 
7:45 pm.  
No answer is a strong indication the event has been cancelled. 
  
“Special Event” Star Parties: From time to time, in addition 
to the regularly scheduled events, a special event or project 
will be planned at The Schmidt for a specific date and time. 
For example, we may meet to observe an occultation of a 
star by the moon (please see page 4). When such an event is 
planned which may be of interest to the CCAS membership 
and/or the public, a brief announcing email will be sent out 
in advance to CCAS members and/or all persons on our 
"Friends of CCAS" email list.   

_________________________ 

As always, “Private” group or individual observing 
sessions at the Werner Schmidt Observatory may be 
scheduled by contacting Observatory Director Mike 

Hunter at mamhunter@yahoo.com or sending an email to 
info@ccas.ws  

Our Society exists to promote observing! Help 
us promote this objective by asking for time at 

the Dome! 
 

CCAS has both 8” and  14” Dobsonian telescopes for 
loan to members. If you wish to borrow one of these 

‘scopes, contact info@ccas.ws 

August Observing: 
 
Observing Highlights for August, 2012, at Cape Cod: 
 
Please consult the August issues of Sky and Telescope (pp 
43-58), Astronomy Magazine (pp 36-43),  and Astronomy 
Magazine Online (See Ref 5) for more information on these 
highlight topics and others. 
 
August’s prettiest spectacle may well be a crescent moon 
joining the all-month trio of Mars, Saturn, and Virgo’s 
Spica to form a rhombus parallelogram at dusk on August 
21. On the inside track, Mars slides right-to -left toward 
Saturn and Spica during the month. Look as early in the 
evening as you can since our targets are below 30º altitude 
after 8pm.  
 
Neptune, at opposition on August 24, glows at magnitude 
7.8 to the north of Capricorn throughout August. Try with 
binoculars. It is, indeed, blue. 
 
This should be a good year for the Perseid meteor shower. 
Peak takes place the night of August 11/12. This shower 
consistently produces many (60 to 80 under dark skies) 
bright, fast-moving meteors. Look a day or two after the 
peak date for fewer meteors. 
 
Comet High in Boötes:  While not all that bright (mag 11) 
Comet C/2011 F1 (LINEAR) will make a good telescope 
target this month. It will be above brilliant Arcturus well up 
in the western sky as night sets in. It will be best during the 
second and third weeks of August when the waning moon is 
out of the evening sky.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                     

…from Astronomy Magazine onine
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Sigma (σ) and Rho (ρ) Boötis, the pair of 4th-magnitude 
stars at the map’s top left, are key to “getting on” the finder 
chart; ρ is one of the stars defining the Boötes’ kite shape; it 
is on the right above Arcturus as the constellation sits in the 
night sky. 
 
Try averted vision to help see the faint glow and be sure to 
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protect your observing eye from side lights which can 
compromise its night vision. 
 
 
Mag 10 asteroid Melpomene A Good Telescope Target 

in Serpens Cauda:
 5

 

 
The 86-mile-wide Melpomene traces a crescent path in a 
faint starfield in Serpens Cauda having good star neighbors 
as finder assistants. Use the “Orion’s-Belt-like line of three 
mag 6 stars to the northeast, mag 4 o-Serpentis in the 
middle of the chart, and the mag 3.5 χ-Serpentis to the 
southeast to triangulate to each night’s position of the 
asteroid.  If you have any doubts, draw the key stars and 
asteroid in your observation one night and look a second 
night to see if your “asteroid” has moved. It moves from 
north to south in a crescent night-to-night. 
 
 
 
 

            Moon Phases, August, 2012 
 
     Full Moon  Wednesday, August 1st at 11:27pm EDT 
     Last QTR  Thursday, August 9th at 2:55pm EDT 
     New Moon Friday, August 17th at 11:54am  EDT 

First QTR  Friday, August 24th at 9:54am EDT 
     Full Moon  Friday, August 31st at 9:58am EDT  
 
 
 

 
Mooncusser’s Almanac and Monthly Alert1 

August 2012 
 

Object August  1 
     (EDT) 

August 15 
    (EDT) 

 August 31 
   (EDT) 

Sun R: 05:35 
S: 19:58 

 05:50 
 19:40 

 06:06 
 19:15 

Moon R: 19:20 
S:  05:38 

 04:09 
 18:08 

 18:55 
 06:40 

    
Mercury 

(predawn) 
R: 05:17 
S: 19:14 

 04:18 
 18:40 

 05:16 
 18:59 

Venus 
(predawn) 

R: 02:20 
S: 16:52 

 02:15 
 16:54 

 02:23 
 16:57 

Mars      
(evening) 

R: 11:18 
S:  22:37 

 11:07 
 22:02 

 10:57 
 21:23 

Jupiter 
(predawn) 

R: 01:08 
S: 15:57 

 00:21 
 15:13 

 23:25 
 14:19 

Saturn 
(evening) 

R: 11:51 
S: 23:07 

 11:00 
 22:14 

 10:04 
 21:14 

Uranus 
(late night) 

R: 22:16 
S: 10:42 

 21:20 
 09:45 

 20:16  
 08:40 

Neptune 
(evening) 

R: 20:52 
S: 07:38 

 19:56 
 06:41 

 18:52 
 05:36 

        Pluto 
(evening) 

R: 17:38 
S:  03:19 

 16:42 
 02:23 

 15:38 
 01:19 

 
 

 
Resources for the moons of Saturn and 
Jupiter: if you don’t have Gas Giants, the 
iPod/iPad app for moons of Saturn and Jupiter 
discussed in the April, 2011 First Light, please 
see the interactive resources online at reference 6 
for positions of Jupiter’s or Saturn’s moons for  
any date and time.  

 
_______________________________________________ 
  
Anyone having an interest in monthly Libration and 

Declination Tables for the Moon
2 

during this month 
please contact your editor for information or sources.  
 
 
 

 

A PORTION OF THIS PAGE IS INTENTIONALLY LEFT 
BLANK TO REMIND ALL MEMBERS THAT THERE IS 

ALWAYS PLENTY OF ROOM IN FIRST LIGHT FOR  
YOUR  CONTRIBUTIONS 
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FEATURE STORY: 
 
Joel Burnette and Mike Hunter Initiate Fireworks Display at our June 29th Star Party with a mag -3 
Iridium Flare: 
 
Not content this night just to show constellations, stars, clusters and planets, Mike and Joel initiated a magnificent fireworks 
display over The Schmidt Observatory at our Star Party on June 29. Mike and Joel had forecasted and just highlighted a mag -3 
Iridium flare* with a green pointer); 15 seconds later, the sky exploded with spectacular fireworks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some say that the explosion of fireworks that night had something to do with celebrating the coming 4th of July, that it was 
merely a coincidence that the fireworks started immediately after our Observatory Staff showed folks an Iridium flare.  

But we know better. Regular attendees of CCAS Star Parties know that staff members of The Schmidt Observatory have Special 
Powers making possible finding nearly anything in the night sky; more than likely the fireworks show was triggered by 
something Joel and Mike did.  

* An Iridium flare is bright flash in the sky caused at dusk or shortly thereafter by the sun reflecting off one of the many 
panel- sided satellites positioned in the sky by Iridium Corp. The time, altitude, and azimuth for an Iridium Flare visible at 
any particular location can be predicted very precisely.  Learn more at: http://www.satobs.org/iridium.html   If you want to 
predict for yourself when an Iridium Flare will be visible where you live, go to Heavens-Above.com (http://www.heavens-
above.com/ ); register and log in (providing your ground location which can be looked up by city, town, etc.) and click on any 
of “next 24 hrs, next 7 days, previous 48 hrs, or Daytime flares for 7 days” under Iridium Flares for your personal schedule. 
 

So Joel and Mike could indeed predict the flare occurrence; that they caused the fireworks is maybe a bit of a speculation. 
 
If you have never seen an Iridium Flare or would like to see one again, come to any regular Star Party at The Schmidt 
Observatory. If an flare will take place, our people will know about it, prepare you, and point to the key spot in the sky a bit 
before the flash. Much fun. The Special Powers of The Schmidt Staff make almost anything possible! 

______________________________________ 
 
CCAS Members APOM: 
 
Please remember to send your astro-images in to info@ccas.ws for consideration as posting as the 
CCAS AstroPhoto Of the Month in a future issue of First Light. 
 
 

  



6 

   
Cape Cod Astronomical Society 

 
President Michael Hunter 508-385-9846 
Vice President Stanley Rivers 508-945-6126 
Secretary Charles Burke 508-394-9128 
Treasurer Peter Kurtz 508-255-0415 
Observatory Director Michael Hunter 508-385-9846 
First Light Editor Peter Kurtz 508-255-0415 
  info@CCAS.ws 
Mailing Address:  A. P. Kurtz, CCAS Treasurer, 34 Ridgewood Rd, 
         Orleans MA 02653 

 
Cape Cod Astronomical Foundation 
 
Chairman Werner Schmidt 508-362-9301 
Vice Chairman Michael Hunter 508-385-9846 
Director R&D Bernie Young 508-394-1960 
Secretary Ed Swiniarski 508-896-5973 
Treasurer Pio Petrocchi 508-362-1213 
Observatory Director Michael Hunter 508-385-9846 
Observatory Phone Line  508-398-4765 
 

The Cape Cod Astronomical Society  meets at 7:30 pm on the first Thursday of every month in the library of the Dennis-
Yarmouth Regional High School in Yarmouth, Massachusetts.  Meetings are open to the public.  Membership dues are $30 for 
adults, $15 for students in two year colleges and part year residents, and  no charge for spouses or for students in K-12 schools. 
 
 

References and Notes for this issue:  

1) Information for The Mooncussers Almanac and Monthly Observing Alerts was extracted from Sky Events, Astronomy 
Magazine Online (Astronomy.com), Stargazing.net’s Planet Rise/Transit/Set calculator  
(http://www.stargazing.net/mas/planet2.htm), Astronomy Magazine, Sky & Telescope Magazine, Sky and Telescope Skywatch 
2011, and other sources. The Observer’s Handbook, 2010 and 2011, published by The Royal Astronomical Society of Canada 
is also an important reference, particularly for information on lunar libration and declination and the mimima of Algol. 

2) Information on how Libration and Declination Maxima and Minima can make visible parts of the moon normally hidden 
was reviewed in the December2007-January2008 First Light. Quick recap: Max Long brings to view extra right side; Min 
Long, extra left side; Max Lat, extra north side; Min Lat, extra south side. Max Dec puts it high in our sky during its transit; 
Min Dec puts it low.  

3) Algol is an eclipsing variable star in Perseus which has its brighter component  eclipsed or covered by its companion once 
every 2.87 earth days. When the dimmer component is not eclipsing the brighter, Algol appears typically about magnitude 2.1; 
when eclipsed, magnitude 3.3 The minima usually lasts about two hours with two hours on either side to bring it back to mag 
2.1. Good comparison stars are γ-Andromedae to Algol’s west, mag 2.1, and ε-Persei to its east, mag 2.9. 

4) extracted from Observing the Telescope Tribe: Astronomy's two major sects are "screen scanners" and  "visual observers", 
an essay on the "war of the sects" by sociologist/amateur astronomer Malcom E. Brown, April S&T, page 86; online at: 
http://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/newtrack/st_201204/ - /86 
 
5) Here is the web address for Astronomy Magazine’s online “The Sky This Month” online for June: 
http://www.astronomy.com/News-Observing/Sky this Month/2012/06/Neptune shines at its brightest.aspx 
 
6) S&T’s  interactive Java utility for showing the positions of Jupiter’s main moons for any date and time:  
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/observing/objects/planets/3307071.html  :  
for Saturn’s moons:  http://www.skyandtelescope.com/observing/objects/planets/3308506.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


